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In Manhattanville, plans to stop teen violence through art

BY LUKE BARNES  / Spectator Senior Staff Writer
April 29, 2:39am

This is the fourth story in a series profiling the grant recipients of the West Harlem Local Development Corporation. Read the previous
profile here.

A Manhattanville-based nonprofit is hoping to use a $16,000 grant from the West Harlem Local Development Corporation to reduce

teenage gang violence.

Young Empowered Artists of Harlem, or Y.E.A.H., located on 126th Street, aims to bring 15 teenagers each from Grant Houses and

Manhattanville Houses together for work on a visual arts initiative, which Roy Secord, who runs the nonprofit, described as a large anti-

violence mural.

Secord said he hopes that the teenagers will not only learn art and academic skills, but also engage in open dialogue with peers they might

otherwise consider their enemies or rivals.

“It’s an art education program coupled with academic education,” Secord said. “The youth have little to no art education and art making

skills, so we teach them art technique as well as some geometry, math and literature.”

Although Secord was not sure where exactly the mural would be painted, he said he hopes that Columbia will be able to help with additional

fundraising, as well as with finding space for the project.

“It’s a really great concept, because not only do you have youth creating art, but you have dialogue,” he said.

Secord also stressed that the teenagers themselves would be leading the project, and that his role would be more of an overseer. “I very

much believe that youth, when it comes to public art, need to be involved,” he said.

In addition to the larger visual project, Y.E.A.H. also provides internship opportunities for local disadvantaged 17- to 24-year-olds to work

on their own art projects for 12 weeks over the summer, giving them access to resources and training that they haven’t received in high

school.

Secord said he wanted to choose residents specifically from Grant and Manhattanville because of the persistent gang violence between the

two projects. Tit-for-tat violence between rival teens has been an ongoing problem for the Manhattanville and West Harlem communities

for years, coming to a head in 2011 when 18-year-old Tayshana “Chicken” Murphy, a nationally ranked basketball point guard, was

murdered in the stairwell of Grant Houses.

“There’s a lot of tension between the youth from Grant and Manhattanville, a lot of fights,” Secord said. “The Tayshana Murphy murder

brought to light the severity of aggression between them.”

Although violence has dropped recently, the tension remains. The violence has been the subject of much concern at community council

meetings at the NYPD’s 26th Precinct, which is located right between the two housing projects. The police have repeatedly called for more

active community and parental involvement to help solve the violence, but ideas have often fallen short.

The dynamics of the two groups, he noted, are often lost on outsiders.

“Grant and Manhattaville are very contained,” he said. “It’s very hard to understand what’s going on unless you live in the community.”
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Getting easily distract- oh look a 1:11!

By Adam N. Hadar
Apr 29, 1:11am

It’s late. You’re up. And, with any luck, you’re on the last leg of your assignments. Yes, I know your reading is dense, or that physics is not making
any... Read More

“I can’t come again. How do I work up an erection again for her pleasure?”

By Andrea García-Vargas
Apr 28, 8:55pm

Before we begin the eleventh installment of C.U. in Bed, we’d like to remind you to submit your questions to this Google form. Don’t worry, it’s all
anonymous. In this installment of C.U. in Bed, a... Read More

Frosh housing preview 2013: Carman Hall, it doesn’t get better

By Emma Finder
Apr 28, 5:20pm

The headline is a reference to this epic music video from a few years ago. (All Carman residents inevitably sing this song the day they find out their
housing over... Read More
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THIS WEEK IN THE EYE

The Many Shades of Modern Orthodox

Daniel Bonner explores what it means to be an Orthodox Jew at Columbia, considering
issues of integration, exclusivity, and personal identity.
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THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

1970: Columbia and Barnard Committees Approve Plan for Co-
education

A "Joint Committee on Co-operation" took a historic step towards integrated classrooms
on both sides of Broadway.
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