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Teens' graphic film aims to curb gun violence
among teens
'Triggering Wounds,' which was shot, edited and produced by 14 participants in the Teen Producers
Academy at the Maysles Institute on Lenox Ave., set to premiere at the Tribeca Film Festival and
Harlem Hospital Center.
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COURTESY MAYSLES INSTITUTE
Triggering Wounds the 15-minute film - which was shot, edited and produced by 14 teenagers from
the Maysles Institute Teen Producers Academy - will be shown to victims of gun violence who are
recovering from gunshot wounds and other injuries.

Imagine that you’ve been shot in a violent gun battle. You wake
up in the hospital, and before you even know where you are
you are being told to watch a short film about the perils of
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heralds significant upgrades
of Harlem Hospital's $325
million revamp

Drunken brawl ends with
man fatally  stabbing sister's
boyfriend on apartment
stairwell

Speaking out against female
circumcision

A$AP Rocky  takes issue with
'the gay  thing' in April issue
of Interv iew

COURTESY MAYSLES INSTITUTE
The film has already been
nominated for best
documentary in a youth
showcase at the Tribeca Film
Festival. It will be shown at the
festival on Thursday. On Friday,
the film will make its public
premiere at the auditorium at
Harlem Hospital, at 7 p.m.; it
will run at Maysles from April
27 to May 3.

street violence.

That is the goal of one group of young Harlem-based
filmmakers who tackled the issue of rampant violence the best
way they know how: with a documentary that delves into the
impact of gangs and guns on the community.

“Triggering Wounds,” which was shot, edited and produced by
14 participants in the Teen Producers Academy at the Maysles
Institute on Lenox Ave., is set to premiere this week at the
Tribeca Film Festival and Harlem Hospital Center, ending an
intense year-and-a-half project.

“It was a whirlwind experience,” said Langston Sanchez, 18, of
Harlem, who was among the students who spent countless
hours on the project.

RELATED: TEEN FOUND SHOT TO DEATH NEAR OBAMA’S
CHICAGO HOME

“It was so important to us,” he added. “ ... It’s a fairly raw film.
We wanted people to notice the realness of it.”

And real, it is.

The high school students — who come from Harlem, the Bronx,
Queens and New Jersey — hit the streets sharing the story of
“Beloved,” a former Harlem gang member who was the victim of
a shooting that left him lying in the middle of Adam Clayton
Powell Jr. Blvd.

He has now turned his life around and become a participant in
Operation SNUG, an anti-violence group launched by the
uptown-based NYC Mission Society.

RELATED: MARYLAND TEEN'S PRO-GUN VIDEO PLEA GOES
VIRAL

He isn’t shy about recalling the Harlem gunfight he was in, the
eight years he spent in prison, or the time he was shot in both arms in front of his building — just
paces from a young baby.

“You tell yourself in the streets that you ventilate or get ventilated, but its not beneficial to squeeze
that trigger,” Beloved said. “Every time I think about what happened to me, I see that baby and think
of what could have happened to him because of my stupidity.”

The filmmakers also spoke to those impacted the most by gun violence: the families of the victims.
In the film, they shared the pain of tearful family members during a meeting hosted by Harlem
Mothers S.A.V.E., a group of mothers who have lost loved ones to gun violence.

And probably the most eye-opening scene comes as they visit the mortuary at Harlem Hospital,
where they received a firsthand look at where the bodies land after fatal shootings.

RELATED: GEORGIA BOYS FACE MURDER CHARGES IN COLD KILLING OF BABY IN
STROLLER

Giant snake found
dead on Brooklyn
sidewalk

TGIF! What your
fav celebs were up
to this week

Iowa teacher sent
nude pictures of
herself to students
before having sex
with them: reports

Woman, 80,
swallows diamond
at Fla. charity e...

Hilarious roommate
notes: Messages left
by people fed up
with annoying
housemates

Boy, 4, left behind
on school trip at
museum

EDITORS' PICKS

One Brooklyn resident
recently stumbled upon a
rather large, but thankfully
dead, snake on the
sidewalk in the Greenwood
Heights/South Slope area of Brooklyn. John Bishow-
Semevolos said he found the snake, which he
nicknamed “Harpo,” near the corner of 26th Street and
3rd Avenue.
Katy Perry has a serious
case of the blues ... and
she couldn't look more
excited about it. The singer
hits up "The Smurfs 2"
photo call in Cancun on April 22, 2013.

An Iowa high school math
teacher has admitted to
sending nude pictures of
herself to several students before having sex with
them, according to reports.

TAMPA, Fla. — The idea
behind the Tampa
Woman’s Club charity
event was simple. For $20,
you could buy a flute of
champagne and a chance to win a one-carat, $5,000
diamond. Organizers of the Saturday afternoon event
placed $10 cubic zirconia stones in the bottom of 399
of the 400 champagne glasses.

Living with another person
can be tricky, but these
housemates know that the
key to maintaining peace is good communication.
Check out hilarious messages left by annoyed
roommates looking to vent their frustrations in the
most passive aggressive way possible. Bad roomies,
take note ... This one speaks for itself! While asking
your roommate to put on pants might seem like a
strange request, everyone could use the occasional
reminder to get dressed (and stay dressed) in the
morning.

Little AJ Whylly was not on
board the bus after it
returned to his school in
Marshall, Minn. on
Tuesday. School officials
said proper procedure had not been followed.
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COURTESY MAYSLES INSTITUTE
Filmmakers at Teen Producers Academy of Harlem’s Maysles Institute produced ‘Triggering
Wounds’, to screen Thursday at Tribeca Film Festival.

Triggering Wounds” has been nominated for Best Documentary in the "Our City, My Story” youth
showcase.

Yet the film — which was produced in conjunction with the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office and
Harlem Hospital Center — was designed to be shown to victims of gun violence at Harlem Hospital
as they recover from their wounds.

“There’s so many kids that have been injured,” said Erik Cliette, director of injury prevention at
Harlem Hospital. “Our kids are dying unnecessarily .... We want to stop the cycle of violence.”

The hope is that the film, aimed at 13- to 24-year-olds, will decrease the number of violent incidents
and — equally important — discourage retaliation.

RELATED: SLAIN TEEN'S MOM URGES PEACE AS COPS WHO KILLED SON NAMED

“Once young people see this film it will kind of let them know how much the community wants them
to be safe,” he said. “We’re hoping that this will penetrate and they will make changes that will be
productive for them.”

Yet cops say the film should be shown at local schools and community events to stem the tide of
gun violence further.

Gritty New York
City in the 1970s

Mom: 'Humiliated'
for pumping on
flight

'WOW! THAT IS
AWESOME': Texas
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warden minutes for
he's executed by
lethal injection

Hot mama!
Christina Milian
flaunts her curves

Boston Marathon
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terror atta...

Breathtaking photos
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world

Victoria's Secret
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Christian model
over shocking book

NAKED woman
breaks into house
through doggy door,
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by owners: cops

Bombers' carjack
victim speaks

Was this hottie
deported from
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Forget the disco era, the
1970s in New York City
was all about danger. With
pimps and prostitutes
populating the streets, an
economic collapse and a
crime-filled subway system, the streets of Manhattan
were gritty and dark. Check out photographer Leland
Bobbe's shots of New York during a period when it hit
an all-time low ... While the Bowery is now a place filled
with hipsters, boutiques and luxury hotels, it was once
the playground for prostitution. Here, two hookers walk
the street while a third negotiates with a male
customer.

An Indiana mom says she
was "humiliated" on a
recent American Airlines
flight when a flight
attendant caused a
brouhaha over her breast pump.

A Texas inmate was
executed Thursday evening
for fatally shooting one of
three people he and a partner abducted during a
convenience store robbery nearly 11 years ago.

The singer-actress sizzles
as she models this year's
hottest swimsuit trends.
Milian, who is the social
media correspondent for
NBC's “The Voice” dishes to the mag on what the best
part is about the hit show.

She came to town to hit a
Red Sox game and a few
bars with friends — their
own Patriots' Day tradition.
But the Boston Marathon
attack forced Heather Abbott, 38, to stay at the Brigham
and Women's Hospital, where doctors told her that her
foot was severely mangled and would never fully heal.

An Indian Hindu devotee
dressed as a monkey
takes part in a procession
outside the Hanuman
temple in New Delhi on
April 25, 2013 on the occasion of Hanuman Jayanti, the
birthday of the Hindu monkey-god. Hanuman, known
for his strength, is worshipped for his unyielding
devotion to Lord Rama and is remembered for his
selfless dedication to the diety.
Model-turned-devout-
Christian Kylie Bisutti
blasted Victoria's Secret for
making her feel like a
"piece of meat," but the brand says she wasn't even an
"Angel" in the first place.

A naked woman broke into
a house through the doggy
door before being found by
the owners sitting in their bathtub, police said.

The Tsarnaev brothers
were at the center of one of
the biggest manhunts in
American history, but, at
times, they acted like a
couple of dopes on a road
trip, according to the man they carjacked.

He’s an actor, a
photographer and a poet.
And he’s also so
handsome, it may just be
illegal. Meet Omar Borkan
Al Gala, the devilishly beautiful man who might just be
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gun violence further.

“The original intention of this film was to show it to people who were shot while at the hospital, but
why are they waiting for people to be shot?” asked Kevin O’Connor, the Assistant Commissioner of
Community Affairs. “This could be used as a preventative tool.”

Christine Peng, the education director at the Maysles Institute, said the students — many who have
been a part of the Teen Producers Academy program for several years — combed through 40
hours of footage and whittled it down to just 15 minutes.

RELATED: CHICAGO STRUGGLES TO COMBAT GUN VIOLENCE

“I feel really proud of them,” said Peng, adding that the students spent weekends and school
breaks working on the film. “This can really show young people role models who have turned their
lives around.”

The young filmmakers are looking to take their work to Los Angeles, Chicago and other cities.

“Gun violence is not only an issue in Harlem,” said one of the directors, Josue Loayza, 17, of
Queens. “It’s a very universal topic. It can happen to anybody.”

On Friday, the film will make its public premiere at the auditorium at Harlem Hospital, at 7 p.m.; it will
run at Maysles from April 27 to May 3.

mfeeney@nydailynews.com

On a mobile device? Watch the video here.
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Men over 40 are
seeing shocking
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Stocks soar--but
some wealthy
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“End of America.”
Here’s why...
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Female American
sailor fends off
knife-wielding
attempted rapist in
Dubai with powerful
'thigh lock'

You're selling
what?! Texting
prank sends parents
into a panic

Baby burned to
death in satanic
ritual

Jessica Alba: I 'wore
a double corset'
after pregnancy

Oh no she didn’t!
WATCH as teen
brawls with teacher
in classroom after
her makeup gets
confiscated

Chiefs select Central
Michigan OT Fisher
with No. 1 pick

Wedding couple’s
best man stabs
both, leaving...

$2 scratch-off ticket
turns into million-
dollar Lotto payout
for New York
grandmother

The unnamed 28-year-old
servicemember, on 24-
hour shore leave, knocked
the blade from her attacker’s hand, slamming to the
ground and locking him between her thighs.

When the Comedy Central
star asked his Twitter
followers to participate in
an ‘experiment,’ he ignited
a nationwide panic.

Cops say sect leader
Ramon Gustavo Castillo
Gaete, who is still at large,
is responsible for the grisly
murder, which occurred in
Colliguay, Chile.

Oh, mommy! Jessica Alba
had an unusual method to
getting her fit figure back
after giving birth to
daughters Honor and
Haven. In an interview with Net-a-Porter's magazine,
the "Sin City" star opened up her difficulties bouncing
back.

The brawl at Cesar Chavez
High School in Stockton,
Calif. erupted Monday
when irate 15-year-old Marlina Martinez fought back
against her teacher’s requests. The student has been
suspended.

The Chiefs selected
Central Michigan offensive
tackle Eric Fisher first
overall in the NFL draft
Thursday night, grabbing a
potential replacement for Branden Albert and someone
to protect the blindside of new quarterback Alex Smith.

A weekly dinner get-
together for a married
couple and their best friend
turned deadly Monday
when the friend allegedly
stabbed the wife and her husband. Jamie Kirk Hahn,
29, died early Wednesday after police say she was
stabbed several times in the abdomen.

Her ship finally came in.
Carol Samuels scratches
off a ticket on the Staten
Island ferry every morning on her commute to her job
as an insurance broker in lower Manhattan. On April 3
her $2 Cashword scratch-off finally came up a winner.
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